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TO THE 


Country Gentleman, 


Arko of the APPENDIX. 


SIR, 


into my hands your pamphlet, 
the appendix of which I underſtand as 
a kind of challenge: As I apprehend 


no great miſchief will reſult, for once I 
accept it. Self-defence is one of the firſt 
principles in nature, but if to this we 
add the protection of truih, and the 


love we ought to bear our coumtiy, the 


motive receives a ſanct ion beyond the 


reach of cenſure; 


All authors have a certain tender- 


| neſs for the iſſue of their own brain, and 
are tenacious in preſerving the reputa- 
B 2 yon 


NE of my friends hath lately put 


: 
{ 
: 
ö 
; 
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(4) 


tion of thoſe labors from whence they 


| fondly hope to derive a kind of temporal 


exiſtence after death. But this motive 
alone might not have induced me to ap- 
pear in defence of that part of my book 
which you attack, if I had not found a 
certain patriot-warmth in your tract, 


which I think deſerves re/pe&, though it 


ſtands in great need of correction. I 


imagine alſo that I have /o-ze know- 


ledge of the perſon to whom I am wri- 
ting; and as his trade and profeſſion 
entitle him to regard, ſo his pamphlet 
will probably do ſome good, or evil, 
according as his doctrine is interpreted. 


I really thought that the nature of 
the book I have publiſhed, and the 


manner in which I have treated the ſe- 
veral ſubjects contained in it, would 


ſcreen me from ce the arrow that flyeth 
by night, as well as more fair attacks; 
but ſince Jam not entirely happy in this 
inſtance, I ſubmit to the common fate of 
authors. It is my conſolation that there 
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is not a ſingle line intended to deceive; 


on the contrary, I mean to do ſervice, 


to the cauſe of virtue; to the intereſt 
of mankind, and in particular, I en- 


deavour to promote the weltare of my 
own country. - 


Under theſe circumſtances, ought 
I with indifference, to read your laſt 


paragraph without feeling for my 


own credit, and not leſs for the cauſe 


1 eſpoule : ? I have not yet had any 


experience of this kind to blunt the 


* of my ſenſibility. In ſumming 


your remarks on what J have ob- 


Ea in relation to 0 Turkey- 
Company ; ; you fay, © Upon the 


— 


« whole, the train of reaſoning of 
this gentleman, is ſuch a monſtrous 
ſtring of blunders, that it lays 
a foundation for ſurmiſing this ac- 


oe 


0 


A 


Fa 


count was calculated purely to ſerve 


Fe 


« a ſiniſter turn at this juncture ; and 


that this gentleman, inſtead of be- 
| cc ing 


* 


* 


46 


« ing an impartial hiſtorian, hath 
« condeſcended to become the 00 
ce of a mercantile faction, who are, 
* and have long been in a conſpi- 
« racy to ruin the trade of their 
country for their own private emo- 


0 lument.“ 


A 


Do you Sir then ſurmiſe that T am 


the too, of a faction, and engaged in a 


e to ruin the trade of my 
country? or that there is really ſuch a 
conſpiracy ? If you do; it is a very 


ſevere ſurmiſe indeed] and if you do 


not; „ you are throwing about fire- 


brands i in jeſt,” without reflecting that 
you may do as much miſchief as if you 
was in earneſt, 


I can hardly conceive that a man of 
your underſtanding, whatever his wrath 
may be againſt trading- companies, can 
have any defigns againſt me, who am of 

no company except that of Ryfa, which 


hope 


SB | 
hope you will allow is a very harmleſs 
body. But you ſtand up againſt me 
purely for the fake of truth, and the 


« good of your country.” I alſo love 
truth, and have the good of my country 
at heart; was my own honor there- 
fore in no degree concerned, I might 
for thoſe very reaſons now think myſelf 
warranted to make a reply to your Ap- 

pendix. 5 IE 


Firſt then I am to inform you, that 
when I wrote what I have ſaid con- 
cerning the Tzrkey trade, not the leaſt 
requeſt was made to me by any per- 
ſon breathing; nor had I the leaſt 
intimation, that the ſubject would come 
before the parliament. I can with 
_ equal veracity aſſert that I had no 
conference with any Turkey - Mer- 
chant; and what is ſtill more, I had 
not, at that time, the leaſt acquaintance 
with any perſon whom I knew to be a 
trader to the Levant; What temptation 


then 


(i 
then could 1 have to ſerve a « finiſter 


turn, or „ condeſcend to become a 
tool.“ 


I think you do me ſome honor, in 
uling the word © condeſcend.” What 
you Sarmiſe 1 ſhould have thou ght a 
condeſcenſion indeed! It would give 
me pleaſure to be an inſtrument in pro- 
moting the welfare of any community, 
whole private advantages do not claſh. 
with the public good; or to lend any 
aſſiſtance in rectifying errors in com- 
mercial oeconomy; but, I hope there 
are no paſſions lurking in my breaſt diſ- 
poſed to betray me. I have not yet diſ- 
covered any joys in life, which I eſteem 


worth the ſacrifice of my conſcience. 


As to errors in judgement; or errors 
ariſing from wrong information ; they 
certainly may happen to a Man without 
his becoming a 00: He may be like- 
wiſe ſo unfortunate as to differ with you 
in opinion, and yet be no 700. I be- 

| | lieve 


(9) 


| lieve you mean well, but a fondneſs 
for your own ſyſtem has led you aſtray. 


Had you taken the pains to examine the 


general tenor of what I have occaſio- 


nally advanced concerning the Levant- 


Trade, and enquired more into facts, 


you would have certainly diſcovered that 
there is not © a monſtrous ſtring of blun- 


ders.” The main {cope of my deſign 


in relation to this trade, was to give an 
hiſtorical account of certain events, as 
they had ſome affinity with our unfor- 

tunate Caſpian - Trade; which origi- 


ally was oppoſed to that of the Tur- 


key-Company, or rather a new com 


merce deſigned to be built upon the 
remains of their Trade; at the ſame 
time to convey a general idea of our 
commerce to the Levant, according to 


the beſt lights I had received. 


In purſuing this point, the only one 
I had in view, I make that appear 
which all the world acknowledges, VI. 
that our Turkey-Trade is decayed, and 
C 


under 


eis 

under an urgent neceſſity of relief in 
ſome ſhape or other. It it is true, I 
deliver it as my opinion, that /uch relief 
will not be found by throwing the trade 
entirely open, as that to Portugal or 
Spain. In this it ſeems I differ with 
you; but do I therefore deſerve your 
indigefied imputations? My opinion is 
founded on my obſervations in Perfia, 
with regard to the ſuppoſed ſimilitude 

of all trades with Mahommedans : Have 
I reaſon to change that opinion upon 
the authorities you quote? We have 
nov received the concurrent teſtimony 
of thoſe who have lived in Turkey, 
and of others who have traded there 
for a courſe of years: Surely there 
muſt be /o-me foundation for their evi- 
dence, and ſome regard due to it. 

What the Legiſlature will determine 
on this point we ſhall alſo know ve- 
ry ſoon. Would it not have been more 
conſiſtent with your patriotiſm to have 
ſuſpended divulging your “ ſurmiſes, 
till ſuch reſolution was known? 
. ” The 
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(171) 


The words you quote at the conclu- 


ſion of your Reflexions, &c. do indeed 
| breathe a patriot ſpirit. «© That monopo- 


« lies are equally dangerous in trade, in 
<« politics and religion. A free trade, 


« a free government, and a free liberty 
of conſcience, are the rights and the 
«© bleſſings of mankind.” And as you 


* 


A 


add, © a free parliament inſpired with 


ce true Britiſh ſpirit, will always think 


« them worthy of regard, reſtoration 


and protection.” How different are 


theſe ſentiments from the concluſion of 


your Appendix! The ſame high ſenti- 


ments of liberty which guided your pen 
in the firſt caſe, ought to have reſtrained 


it in the laſt. Zeal for the public good 


can hardly warrant the attacking a pri- 


vate character in a caſe of ſuch a na- 


ture as this before us: I muſt acknow- 


ledge you treat me gently, compared 


with that company againſt which the 
the force of your en re are leveled, 
becauſe you only mme evil of me; 
but companies are not ſo vulnerable as 

G-2. private 
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* 


private men who are marked out by 


name. 


That I was impartial, ought, I think, 
to appear from my introducing the 
complaints of certain Members of the 
Turkey - Company againft their own 
Body in the year 1718 (x). Do theſe 


complaints reflect ſuch honor on 


that company as to countenance 
your ſurmiſes? It is true, though I 


mention this paper in an hiſtorical man- 
ner, I think it ridiculous to reaſon 
upon an incident which happened fo 
many years ago, when it is apparent, to 
thoſe who underſtand any thing of the 
matter, that things have taken a very 


different turn fince that time. This 
looks like the verification of a vulgar 


Proverb; © Give a dog a bad name and 
hang kim. * The ſame Mr. James 


Lock, a very worthy man, who was 


then one of the complainants, and the 


only one living, is now an advocate 


(1) See Vol. I. Page 54. 
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(x3) | 
for the company, that the remains of 
it might not be loſt by the purſuit 
of meaſures which ſeemed by no means 
productive of the good propoſed (1). 
Hie may indeed be ſuſpected of parti- 
ality as having an intereſt, but that is 
not ny caſe, I have now the pleaſure 
to know this Gentleman, but my ac- 
quaintance is hardly a month old. 


In the courſe of my reflexions on this 
ſubject, as mentioned in my travels; it 
ought to be noted, that I do not pre- 
tend to reduce it to a regular argu- 
ment; or to make any ſuch deduc- 
_ as you are pleaſed to make for 
Had I ſuſpected that the matter 
woeld have been brought before the 
parliament, it is probable 1 ſhould 
have taken greater pains to make 
myſelf a maſter of the ſubject; and 
yet upon the reviſal of what I have 
written 


(1) You will pleaſe to underſtand that I allude to the 
freedom propoſed without limitation. 
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Indeed Sir, I am afraid your zeal 


(24). 


written, I do not find any cauſe to va- 
ry my ſentiments, 


You will find ( 1) that I give it as 
my opinion, the Jews ought to be let 


into the Turkey-Trade. In this I pre- 
ſume I am ſo lucky as to agree with 
you ; but I would not have the Jews. 
in Turkey admitted as factors, which 


you may diſcover (2), though I do not 


expreſsly declare my opinion. 


What I have mentioned concerning 
the French capitulating with the Turks, 
that they ſhould not be obliged to em- 
| ploy Jews as brokers, correſponds with 
Your authority page 83; thus it fol- 


lows, that the French thought it dan- 


gerous to employ Jews in Turkey, 


even as brokers. We, I preſume, make 


uſe of them in that capacity, and pro- 
| bably to advantage; but would you 


have us employ them as factors Ao? 


for 
(1) Vol. II. Page 63. | (2) Vol, II. Page 64, 
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„ . 
for the cauſe you eſpouſe has carried 
you a little too far. Would you have 
us loſe all the advantages of factorage, 
becauſe they might accept a ſmaller 
commiſſion for their labor ? Ought we 
to renounce all our influence as the fub- 
jects of a great prince; and all our 
weight ariſing from our credit as 
merchants of honor and reputation ? 
Would you have us throw ourſelves 
entirely into the hands of any people 
whatſoever, to make a property of us 
at their own pleaſure ; but above all, 
to give up our birth-right and im- 
munities to a ſet of men under the 
circumſtances of the Turkiſh Jews * 
I cannot lay I have any conception of 
the propriety of ſuch a ſtep. Is this 
the cant of a Turkey merchant ? It is 
really my opinion who am no Turkey 
merchant. Theſe are the evils which 
I think there is reaſon to apprehend, 
were we from a notion of the utility 
of an unreſtrained treedom to mix our- 


{elves 


T9) 

ſelves in Turkey with the Jews. At 
the ſame time, would the Hebrews of 
Great-Britain derive any advantages 
from hence that could be an equivalent 
in a national light, ſhould they preter 
Jew factors (on whom they 42 no 
tye by native connexions here, and on 
whoſe precarious integrity only they 

muſt depend) to our own people who 
are under ſuch difterent circumſtances ? 


If the deciſion of this matter reſts 
upon the reſolution which will be 
taken by the Legiſlature ; ; and if my 
opinion, at a time when the cry was 
againſt the Turkey Company, quadrates 
with ſuch reſolution, you will not be 
fo uncharitable as to furmiſe, that I am 
a vo, to men with whom I have no 
connexion. 


I grant Sir, and it is in your fa or, 
that the incident is a little ſingular, 
that my papers ſhould be publiſhed ſo 
near the time before this buſineſs was 


brought 
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Dp 
brought into the houſe of commons; 
but it rather ought to be preſumed that 


I did meddle with the ſubject, becauſe 


I thought it worthy of further parlia- 
mentary enquiry, than that I had any 


information of a deſign to bring it into 
the houſe. If this circumſtance has 
cc afforded grounds for your ſurmiſes; 


thoſe ſurmiſes thus publicly declared 


may alſo biaſs the opinion of others: 


Ihus you may do me an injury, not on- 


ly with regard to the eſteem in which 
Jam ambitious of being with men of 
underſtanding and integrity, whatever 
their notions may be; but likewiſe oc- 


cfion:forhe readers of your pamphlet, 


who are not of the /ame way of think- 


ing with yourſelf, to fall into the /ame 
miſtake, as to the motives of my con- 


duct in this affair. 


It is indeed probable, that the more 
traders we have to Turkey, if they are 
really traders (5 the greater quantity 


(.) I do not mean to play on the worde mere merchants, 


but 


of 
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( 18 T” 
of goods we may ſend to that market ; ; 
i, to all 4 appearance the grea- 
ter national benefit will ariſe. This T 
hope will be proved by experience. Still 
be muſt be a diſcipline, an oeco- 


nomy; or to repeat my own words of 


which I am not aſhamed, „a regula- 


« rity of ee charred; different 
« from what is practiſed in our Euro- 
e pean trade among Chriſtians.” 


Concerning the Dutch (1) having 


traded with ſhips of three hundred tun 


burthen; I think it is granted by im- 


plication in what you quote yourſelf 
in your note page 45. I will be inge- 
nuous to confeſs that I had ſome lean- 
ings, if not to general ſhips, which 


were confeſſedly under too great reſ- 
trictions in the Turkey-Trade, yet to 


ſuch veſſels as are reſpectable, and wor- 


thy of being truſted with valuable car- 


* | x _ £OES. 


| but men who are are able and willing to trade; and Gon 


in conſequence of their ſolicitations, to begin in good 
Earneſt, 
(1) . Vol, II. Page 61. 


(79) 


goes. This method, it may be hoped, 


will in fact be purſuel as a natural con- 
ſequence of the value of ſuch cargoes. 
In the Portugal and Italian Trades, ſuch 
a rule is generally obſerved without the 
interpofition of any company. The 
reaſon is plain, becauſe in both theſe 
trades, the cargoes out and home, are 
oftentimes very valuable, and conſe- 
quently, it is a prudent national policy 


to encourage ſuch an oeconomy. It is 


beneficiat to the trading intereſt, be- 


cauſe it may prevent loſſes to the injury 
of the manufacturers at home, as well 
as of the inſurers. However, with re- 
gard to the trade in queſtion, we leave 
this matter to its natural courſe. 


But you a confeſs that the infe- 
rence you draw (1), is not altogether 
„ natural,” ſince you apply my remark 
to the preſent bill (2) at large, as if I 
imagined the bill to be prejudicial, before 

"= I had 


(1) Appendix, Page 4. 
(2) Bill depending in the e 
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| 
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(20). 
T had any thoughts of fuk a 2 and 
notwithſtanding I acknowledge in the 
ſame page (3), that * the ſickly condition 
of our Turkey-Trade demands a 
more falutary regimen.” Beſides, 
this circumſtance concerning the Dutch, 
with ſeveral others of the like nature, 
are mentioned in a great meaſure as 
hiſtorical facts; and you are left to 
make what reflexions you pleaſe ; with 
condition however, that you do not 
advance fuch wild conceits as that of 
my being concerned in any © conſpiracy 
3 2 againſt the trade of my country.” 


Can any diſpaſſionate reader, peruſe 

what I have written (4) without obſer- 
ving, that T mean to ſhew that the 
Turkey-Trade is an object worthy of 
great national attention; and the 
more, as France has made ſo rapid a 
progreſs in her manufactures during 


this century. Are theſe facts? and are 
. they 


( 3) Travels, Vol. I. Page 61. 
(4) Travels, Vol, II. Page 54 to the end of 57. 


fa) 


they intereſting?. I am ſurpriſed that a 
man of your penetration, ſhould not 
diſcover the main ſcope of my deſign ; 


or diſcovering it, that you ſhould 
throw out ſuch reflexions, becauſe I 


happen to ditter with you as to the en- 
tire opening this trade. 


As to the“ inconſiſtencies and mon- 


« ſtrous ſtring of blunders, of which 


you accuſe me, it had certainly been more 


conſiſtent if you had heard me firſt, 


and condemned me afterwards ; if the 


« cauſe of truth,” and the intereſt of 
our country, had rendered it neceſſary 


to condemn me. But the misfortune is, 
we are apt to take that for the reſult 


of reaſon and argument which is only 


the effect of ſome favorite — 


What I have e in page 50, 


perhaps you will not find upon exami- 
nation, ſo inconſiſtent as you at firſt 


imagined. After the concluſion of the 
confederate war, if the French crouded 


the 
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33 5 22) 
E the Turkey markets with their manufac- 
tures, than which nothing is more rea- 
ſonable to believe; is it ſo ſtrange a 
thing that a merchant ſhould overtrade 
bimſelf, and by overtrading himſelf, 
ſhould b de ? Or that a number of 5 
merchants ſhould be in the ſame circum- 
ſtances ? What regulations they were 
under at that time I know not, perhaps 
they were unreſtrained ; but I draw no 
concluſion from hence; neither do F 
know if their cloth at that time was in 
ſuch repute: among the Turks as you 
take for granted. This however is cer- 
tain, that when a merchant is tempted 
by the cheapneſs of a commodity, to buy 
large: quantities upon credit, and ſend 
them to a foreign market; if that mar- 
ket does not take them off in time to 
anſwer the demands made on him for 
payment; give me leave to inform you, 
Sir, that ſuch merchant ay be ruined. 
I do not infer that the general intereſt 
of a country would by that means be 
ruined. * for 1 am ſure I never 
SEES. thought 


« 23) 
thave ht of ſuch an inference; but this I 
wil lt: to ſay, that it may be ob- 
ſtructed. Ido preſume that the merchants 
of Marſeilles were not, at that time, in 
N circumſtances to bear a tedious disburſe; 
; and their credit failing, is it wonderful 
| that their trade ſhould in a certain de- 
!  gree fail alſo? Might not this be a fas 
vorable juncture for us to ſlip into the 
trade, or to recover what we before en- 
Joyed, fince nothing is more common 
in trade than for a ſcarcity to fuccced a 
glut? We might from the year 1712; 
to 1718, enjoy great advantages from 
the Turkey-Trade; I do not fay that 
theſe advantages aroſe from the total ex- 
cluſion of the French: You conſtrue 
my meaning in ſo limited a ſenſe, as to | 
confound yourſelt ; on the contrary, du- 4 
ring that interval, and particular] y in 
the r ſubſequent years, viz. to 1720, 
when the plague broke out at Marſeilles, 
the French merchants might, notwith- 
ſtanding our occaſional progreſs, not 
r revive cheir former trade, but great- 4 
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man of Fs politeneſs could hardly have 


(24) 


Iy 1 improve it, ſo as to export the quan⸗ 


tities of 900d which I have mentioned 


in page 50 (7). , The fame reaſon will 


hold, in the nature of the thing, why 


thaw: manufacturies ſhould make ſo ra- 


pid a progreſs, that by the year 1740, 


they manufactured 80, ooo clochs an- 


nually: I do not ſay, nor imagine, that 


they exported all this quantity to Tur- 


key. If it is not true, that they ma- 


nufactured fo much, I am miſinformed: 


If it is true, as I am afraid is the caſe, 


the conſequence I meant to draw, was 
to roſe the attention of this nation. 


The nature of the caſe, and not my 


book, has really rouſed us, and 1 __ 


to a good purpoſe. 


" you ſtill make forced inferences 
which I had no thought of, as if your 
favorite point was to ſum up the whole, 
with that extraordinary paragraph at the 
cloſe of your appendix, than which a 


ſaid 


(1) 4. 240, ooo in cloth. 


(25) 
laid any thing more out of character: 
But I forgive you, Sir; your zeal for the 
intereſt of our common parent with a 
fondneſs for your ow- opinion, and not 
any diſlike to me, has betrayed you into 


this error. I wiſh you had committed 
no other miſtake in your book. 


As you have thus provoked me to ap- 
Pear in print, contrary to my cxpecta- 
tion, we ought both of us to endea- 
vor to draw ſome good from it, with re- 
gard to the ſubject of our conteſt, as 
well as in a moral ſenſe; and as I do 
now ſuppoſe that we are friends again, 
I will tell you more of my opinion. 
Make what uſe of it you pleaſe; I am 
perſwaded you deſire to prom ote the 


common intereſt, 


As to the arent of your pam- 
| phlet in general, I am by no means 
qualified to enter the /;f with you, nor 
ſhall T make many remarks upon it. I 
with your fire and energy had been 


K | better 


—— FAG VOIR PETE R gre gr — — — ————— Sn” — 


26 
better tem pered and that your hiſtorical 
knowledge with your ſeveral curious an- 


necdotes, were introduced in a more 


gentle and perſwaſive manner. If what 


we advance has the appearance of mo- 


deration, whether truths or falſehoods, 
errors of the head, or even of the heart, 
it does not create that indignation and 


contempt, which acrimonious expreſſi- 
ons are apt to produce. I am far from 


imputing errors of the heart to you, in 


the ſenſe you challenge me; and I think 


ſome degree of enthuſiaſtic warmth is 
more than pardonable : Yet it is pity 


men of abilities ſhould be hurried down 
the torrent of prejudices, and by level- 
ing many neceſſary diſtinctions, con- 


found the paſt and preſent times (1). 


In caſes of enquiry concerning com- 
mercial affairs, it is certainly proper up- 


on many accounts, to join coumntty-gen- 
tlemen with merchants; but when the 
former 1 the force of ſpeculative know- 


ledge 


() See your pages from 55 to 59. 


1 
ledge only, attempt to give laws, how 
eaſily are men of the brighteſt parts be- 
trayed into errors | Indeed I think 50 
have overſhot the mark with regard to 
the Turkey-Company ; and by faying 
too much againſt that body of traders, 
you enervate in ſome meaſure the force 
of your general argument as to the free- 
dom of commerce, which I think i is va- 


luable. 


As you have the intereſt of your 
country at heart, upon another occaſion 
pray write with more deference to ex- 
perimental knowledge, which ever will 
be reſpectable. All arguments are ſub- 
ject to change their face, as the face of 
things changes with time; conſequent- 
ly, when ſtrong inferences are drawn 
from books, we are ſubject to great de- 

luſions. For inſtance, what you quote 
in page 34, from Sir Johah Child, con- 
cerning the Dutch having forty times 
the trade to Ruſſia as we had. If this 
is underſtood as imputable to our 
5 e Ruſſia 


, 28) 
Ruſſia trade | being in the hands of a 
company, granting that the authority 


derived from the charter of this com- 
pany was formerly extended much far- 


ther than it is or can be at preſent, yet 
you may thus eaſily deceive. yourſelf 


and others by your quotation, The 


Dutch: trade is indeed entirely free and 


unreſtrained by any company: Yet 
our trade has throve prodigiouſly in 


the hands of the Ruſſia- - Company, 
whilſt that of the United-Provinces is 


extremely decayed. I can venture to 
affirm that our trade is now above three 


times (1) greater than theirs. Such are 


the changes to which commerce is ſub- 
jet! From hence we may preſume that 


ſome trades may perith in the hands of 
private men, and proſper under a com- 
pany; or at leaſt you muſt allow, that 


a company may be ſo modelled as to 


become ſerviceable to a nation. Do not 


imagine upon the whole, that Jam a 


e advocate for companies with- 


Out 
(1) In St, Peteribur this is the caſe ; if not in other 
Ruſſian * 
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out diſtinction; but only that as ſome 


few branches af our commerce, parti- 
cularly our oriental trade (1), are in fact 


carried on by companies, thoſe branches 
being ſo apparently under peculiar cir- 
cumſtances, we ſhould proceed with 


great caution, and not make any vio- 


lent changer in them at once. 


0 ne myſelf to whats concerns 
the Turkey-Company ; I muſt obſerve, 
that as all extremes are dangerous; I 


ſhould think it inconſiſtent with the 


wiſdom of a Britiſh-Legiſlature to make 


greater changes for the preſent, than 


what are /aid to be made; except in 


one inſtance, which I ſhall mention 


nn 724 


# 
The entire opening ha unde to Tur- 


| key, notwithſtanding your high notions 
of Turkiſh juſtice and civil polity, I do 


apprehend, and indeed I am perfwaded 


| would mala the remedy worſe than the 


"RI 111 ? diſ- 
(1). Under this denomination I include the Turkey. 
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diſeaſe; therefore it gives me > great plea- 
ſure to ſee the parliament proceed with 
caution. I need not tell you that the 
motion of commerce even with Euro- 
pean Chriſtians, depends upon many 
ſecret wheels as well as thoſe which are 
more apparent; ought it not then to 
be feared, that great alterations in its 
courſe nay be attended with unforeſeen 
eee ee The experience of two 
or three years will teach us what far- 
ther changes are neceſſary, in the Tur- 
key trade, better than all the ſpecula- a 
tive reaſoning i in the world. 


But if enquiries : are made wantonly, 
or to gratify the caprice of one kind of 
complainants, may not ſuch. enquiries | 
bring on evils inſtead of preventing 
| them? I do not mean by this remark, that 
things ought to be involved in myſterious 
ſecreſy ; nor kept from the knowledge 
of the Legiſlature, in caſes where the 
national intereſt is wounded, or lan- 
guiſhing in decay; neither that it is 

| war- 
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warrantable to deceive by falſe gloſſes, 


or prevarication ; or as you obſerve, 


« to blow hot and cold out of the ſame 


« mouth: ” but that complainants 


ſhould be clear and definitive what 


they would be at, and to mean in all 


refoedts as they pretend, when they 


apply to e : 


Be this as it may, I | with moſt ſin- 


cerely, though I have no other reaſon 
for wiſhing, than from what I appre- 
bend to be the good of my country; 
that the heavy charges on the Turkey- 


Trade were borne by the ate. When 


this trade was firſt eſtabliſhed, there 
might be many good reaſons why the 
Turkey - Company was charged with 


the ſupport of the embaſſador at the 


Porte, together with their conſuls, &c. 
the ſame reaſon might exiſt for a courſe 
of years; but things have now taken a 
very different turn. It is proved to a 
demonſtration that our Levant-Trade 


hath declined : It has indeed languiſh- 


ed 
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ed. to that degree, that our Turkey⸗ 
merchants, who ſome years ſince figu- 
red at the top of the commercial world, 
now bow ts diminiſhed heads. Yet 


is not the trade entirely ſunk; on the 
contrary it is ſaid, that from Aleppo 


we annually i. mport ſix hundred bales 


; of raw ſilk. This alone is a very great 


national object, for if theſe ſix hundred 


bales of raw-filk contain one hundred 


and eighty thouſand ſmall pounds (1), 


and if what I have advanced (2) has any 


foundation in truth, what a benefit do | 
we not receive by the manufactury of 


this fk, in the article of labor P. 


I. our mmcrchatits gain only 1⁰ nivah, 


as we ought to wiſh them to gain, by 


the import of ſuch filk, or by the export 
of our woollens and other commodities; 
we need not fear their continuing to 
purſue the trade: But that their profits 


are er and in danger ſtill — de- 
Ds PET clining, | 


"ty A Bae of 25 barmans or 300 bal pounds, pro- 


[duce 189,000 Ib. 
(2) Vol. II. Page 18. 


(33) 
clinitg, is as clear to me, as that there 
is bod a very ſmall number of merchants 
in the ane trade. 


— — 


Can any one imagine, amidlt the 
great opulency of this metropolis, that 
there wants merchants qualified to en- 
gage in, or able to earry on this trade 
to the utmoſt extent it will bear ? If 
this 7s already done, of what do we 
complain ? If it is zor already done, 
the principal caufe' muſt be, that the 
preſent advantages of the trade, are 
not only very ſhort of what they have 
been; and are ye? fondly preſumed 
to be; but inſufficient to allure theſe 
merchants into it. What is then to be 
done to open a pleaſing proſpect to them 
as well as to merchants of the out. 
ports? In what manner are we to 
ſtrengthen our commercial intereſt in 
Turkey, in oppoſition to our pomer- 
ful competitors, in the trade of that 
country, who leave 10 art untryed? If 
ve really gain x4 ſo much on the 

| | manu- 
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manufacture of ſilk as already calcula- 
ted, what do we not profit alſo by the 
manufacture of our wool ? Theſe are 
_ prevailing reaſons to claim the high- 
eſt national protection | If it is true, 
that we find it impracticable to make 


exactly ſuch cloth for the common uſe 


of the Turks, as the French manufac- 


ture; yet if we continue to try every 


art, we may at leaſt produce ſome- 
thing very like it, at the ſame time that 
we promote the ſale of other ſpecics of 
cloth of our proper manufacture. If 
we can afford to uſe the ſame materials 
as the French uſe, why ſhould we not 
make exactly the Ge kind -of cloth? 


If we cannot afford them ſo cheap as 


the French, be it your buſineſs under the 
care of your patron, to bring the price 


lower, 1 in which you will do more ſer- 


vice to your country than in writing a 


_ thouſand pamphlets, 


| Whatever 1 diſadvantage the 


trade in queſyion.1 is under, the ſtronger 
frleaſon 


HE 0 

reaſon there is to hdr that defect by 
additional art; by a more invigorated 
induſtry; and by national encourage- 
ment. The laſt conſideration leads us 
to the point which I confels ſtrixes me 
moſt. Are there any reaſons why nei- 
ther the company nor their bs eee 
have yet made a point of it? Can any 
ſubject pretend to a common ſhare of 
virtue, and demonſtrate the leaſt re- 
pugnance in paying his part of a ſum 
of five, ſix, or ſeven thouſand pounds 
per annum, when more than twenty 
times that amount reverts into the 


national ſtock by labor and manufac- 


tory ? About the medium of theſe 
ſums I apprehend is the expence of the 
Turkey Company in ſupporting the 
emhaſſador and other public officers. If 
commerce is not only the ſource of our 
ſplendor, but the very baſis of our ſup- 
port; by being tenacious in this inſtance, 
do we not neglect our intereſt in the 
ſtrongeſt and moſt direct view? It is very 
clear that this charge is ſuch an object 
5 in 
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63 
in the preſent ſtate of the trade; that 


it rolls many from going into it, 
'The removal of this impediment might 


then be an effectual encouragement z 
whereas, all the remedies hitherto ap- 


plyed, tho they may probably be /er- 


wiceable in the iſſue, do not ſeem ade- 
x a to the diſeaſe. 


If we reflec that the fate pays our 


| miniſters in all other courts; that 

the Ottoman court is now become a 
ſcene of political intrigue; and that the 
motions of the Turks affect the intereſt 


of our allies; theſe appear to be ſtrong 


reaſons why the fate ſhould bear the 


charge and not the merchants. We ſhall 
ſcarce ever have a more prudent, a more 
diſintereſted miniſtry than the preſent : 


Can the virtues of miniſters be more 


gloriout]y diſplayed than by promoting 
trade 1 in the moſt effectual manner? No 


botly can doubt that they are ſincerely 
difpoſed to advance the intereſt of their 
country, therefore when due reflexion is 

made 


037 ) 


made upon the ſubject, it can hardly be 


imagined, that the Turkey-trade will 
be permitted to droop, if any indul- 


gence of this kind can relieve it: And 


much more ſeems to depend on this 
ſingle circumſtance than on any thing - 


you complain of. 


1 te Lias, 


of a certain great Lisbon merchant, that 
his annual gain did not exceed five per 


cent. and conſidering all his bad debts, 


and other contingencies, this might vol. 
ſibly be the real caſe. The charge 


of 0 (1), and contribution on 


freights (2), did not, I imagine, reach 
to three quarters per cent. on the 


amount of our trade to that _ 


No body doubts that this trade is, 


great national. object: - But if fie 


of three quarters per cent. it had been 


charged with three per cent. as Tappre- 


band the Turkey-Trade now is; what 


might 


(7) Conſulage nine milreis, Vice-confulige three mil- 
reis each ſhip. | 


(2) 15 per cent. on freights as per act of parliament, 
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mig ht have been the ae when 


che gain was but five to the merchant 


at home ? There is the ſame reaſon to 


believe, that as the one would have 


drooped by being thus loaded; the other 


will revive if the burthen is Zaker off. 


In caſes of ſuch importance, great 
national parcimony, can hardly fail of 


producing pernicious effects. We have 
a recent inſtance of ſuch policy, in the 


loſs of Madras, during the late war. 


The Eaſſ-India- Company have, I think 


wiſely, altered their meaſures, and I 


hope will floriſh ; but the 7urkey com- 
pany, which muſt be conſidered in a 
very different light, cannot afford them- 
ſelves that wel of which oy ſtand 


in need, 


Thank God, things are not ye? come 
to an extremity. Neither the skill, nor 
arts; neither the induſtry nor advan- 
tages of our competitors have yez ſub- 


dued us as merchants. But might not 


! An 


Iv 39 * 
an annual ſum of Gre of fix thouſind 


pounds anſwer a better purpoſe, at this 


juncture, than thrice as much hereafter? 
T ask this queſtion, becauſe I wiſh well 
to the Turkey-Trade in a national view; 
and not that I conſult any Turkey-mer- 


T9. P 
Ap 


chant, what anſwer I am to make to 
you, or that I have any, the moſt diſ- 


tant connexion, with that body. Whe- 


ther I inte the caſe or not, I hope 
things are not come to that paſe as to 


render fuch motives incredible, 


You ſee Sir, ke I do not aul 
you with a vague or unintereſting de- 
fence only; I have alſo delivered my 


thoughts concerning the public in- 
tereſt, without ary * private emolu- 
zent, except thoſe ſelf-gratifications 


which ariſe from uſeful paſſions and 


honeſt intentions. I believe it is unne- 
ceſſary to make any further declara- 
tions, with regard to my being no-erte- 
my to the trade of my country ;'-nor 


yet a partial hiſtorian. But if I ſhould 


yet 
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will write, be at leaſt fo 
your name as I do mine. 
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ſumption that you area friend - 


* to your country, I am far from think- 


„ ing this any proſtitution of my pen, 


on the contrary, though a little burt, 
I ſubſcribe myſelf with great truth, 
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